[Thrombosis of the gastrocnemic veins. A clinical entity].
Among deep venous thromboses of the calf, isolated gastrocnemic vein thrombosis is a rare condition. Its main characteristics could be extracted from 5 cases. Following a positional or mechanical triggering factor, the diagnosis is suggested by pain localized to the calf. Ultrasonography shows the intraluminal thrombus better than phlebography, since the gastrocnemic veins, which bypass the larger deep veins, can be opacified only after a garrot is placed above the knee. The thrombus may extend to the popliteal vein, with a risk of pulmonary embolism and post-phlebitis disease. Treatment consists of anticoagulants and elastic bandage.